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After hearing about this year's theme, Debate and Diplomacy, we began looking at events
throughout history. The Declaration of Independence caught our eye. While researching the
Declaration, we saw how the document tremendously impacted and influenced the world, and
realized how significant independence was for the American people. Not many people know
what events led up to the Declaration, and how the debate among colonists on whether to declare
independence from Britain led to many new ideas and influential pamphlets, such as Thomas
Paine's ‘Common Sense.” Seeing how much debate and diplomacy surrounded the document, we

decided The Declaration of Independence was a great fit for the History Day theme this year.

When we first started working on our topic, we visited databases like Britannica and Gale in
Context. Then, through hours of research on Google, websites, sources, and other search engines,
we found what we needed from credible sources. Later, we began focusing on finding more
sources for our topic. We found a database containing correspondence between delegates on the
Declaration. The database was our main primary source and helped us give a more detailed

picture of how the document was viewed in the eyes of the delegates.

We decided to do a website because we thought the website would help us show how important
The Declaration of Independence was. Building our website, we were mostly experimenting and
exploring. Our background color on the website is dark blue because dark blue is the color of
independence. Our teacher had instructions on building the website, but we thought it would
become rigid and less creative, so we followed our intuition. We got a better grasp of the website
builder by exploring the pages and resources, and by doing that, we were able to create our

website with the originality we wanted.



Throughout our website, we were able to explain the Declaration’s writing, drafting, and the
triumph involved in creating and publishing the Declaration of Independence. We wanted to
showcase what the Declaration of Independence meant and accomplished in a few short
sentences for our thesis. Our thesis is; The Declaration of Independence, approved by the
Continental Congress on July 4, 1776, in Pennsylvania, ended the debate on whether to declare
independence from Great Britain. The document symbolized Americans' right to self-govern,
freedom from British rule, and led to the formation of their own country. The Declaration also
influenced other countries to follow America's lead, representing the right to freedom to nations

across the globe.

Over the years, countries have looked at the principles, ideas, and writing of the Declaration to
declare independence. Because of the document, America was recognized as a country when it
declared independence from Britain. The United States is now one of the most powerful and
influential countries in the world. The document also sparked organizations and movements such
as the abolitionist movement. The Declaration of Independence isn’t just a milestone and

foundation for America, but an influence on the entire world.
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